


The test reactor has been a part of the U.S. Department of Energy’s landscape at SRS since 1959.  
HWCTR’s mission was to test experimental fuel assemblies for commercial heavy-water power 
reactors.  In 1964, the U.S. government decided to pursue other reactor designs for commercial 
electrical power generation, and HWCTR became an inactive reactor.

“This important Recovery Act project has allowed for the safe disposition of HWCTR’s key 
equipment, a major step before the below-grade grouting begins,” said Paul Hunt, vice president 
of the Recovery Act portfolio for SRNS.  “HWCTR has always had an important presence onsite; its 
decommissioning is no less significant.”

Additional information on the Department of Energy’s Office of Environmental Management and the 
Savannah River Site can be found at http://www.em.doe.gov or http://www.srs.gov.  For more 
information about the SRS Recovery Act Project, visit www.srs.gov/recovery..
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