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Enrollment, Employment and Enlistment Opportunities to ‘Power Up Your Future’

AIKEN, S.C., – (March 29, 2023) – Savannah River Nuclear Solutions (SRNS) recently contributed funding to 
scholarships awarded to six graduating seniors who attended the annual “Power Up Your Future” Career and College 
Night held at the University of South Carolina Aiken’s (USC Aiken) Convocation Center. Area high school students had 
the special opportunity to meet with recruiters from over 65 businesses, 48 postsecondary colleges and several military 
entities. 

The planning committee included: South Carolina Department of Commerce, Lower Savannah Regional Education 
Center, Upper Savannah Regional Education Center, Aiken 
County Public School District, USC Aiken, Western SC 
and Lower Savannah Council of Governments Workforce 
Development Division. 

“Representatives from our company were pleased to attend,” 
said Kim Mitchell, SRNS Education Outreach. “SRNS is the 
complete package for a soon-to-be graduate,” said Mitchell. 
“We hope to expose these students to the wide variety 
of careers offered at the Savannah River Site by bringing 
representatives from Information Technology (IT), Engineering, 
Fire/Emergency Management Services (EMS) and the National 
Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) plutonium program. 
It is crucial to reach these students while in high school and 
guide them to a very achievable and rewarding career.”

Career booths showcased opportunities in engineering, 
management, chemical and nuclear sciences. Representatives 
from all over the Central Savannah River Area helped students 
and parents learn about opportunities for enrollment, employment or enlistment.

“This event is the World Series of career fairs. It is the culmination of all the college preparedness and career readiness 
training we do throughout the entire school year,” said Larry Millstead, Aiken Works Lead for Aiken County Public School 
District. “Everyone in the community truly came together to make this event happen.”

Eleventh grade student from Midland Valley High School Silvia Martinez was surprised at the number of options 
available. “I visited the fair because, as a junior, graduation is approaching very quickly. I needed a plan for my future 
and found valuable resources to connect me with new colleges and career opportunities,” said Martinez. 

In addition to scholarships, SRNS connects with students through various programs and science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics (STEM)-based educational outreach opportunities. These opportunities include 
the Innovative Teaching Mini-Grants Program, DOE Savannah River Regional Science Bowl, Future City Regional 
Competition, Savannah River Regional Science and Engineering Fair, Science and Technology Enrichment Program and 
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[From left to right] Maggie Chapman, NNSA Capital Projects Business Services; 
Don Moody, Plutonium Programs Initiatives; Cindy Hewitt, SRNS Education 
Outreach Programs connect with two students at the “Power Up Your Future” 
Career and College Night at the USC Aiken Convocation Center. 
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Traveling Science Demonstration Program. 

“Some of the largest employers in the area are represented here, including SRNS, which exposes students to 
opportunities they did not always think were attainable,” said Joni McDaniel, Regional Workforce Advisor for the 
South Carolina Department of Commerce. “The scholarships added another level of attraction to students that may be 
undecided.”

Contributions to the scholarship fund created six $1,000 scholarships which were awarded to graduating seniors in 
Aiken, Barnwell, and Edgefield Counties. Contributors to the fund included SRNS, Allnex, Battelle Savannah River 
Alliance, Broadwater-Toole Realty, Halocarbon, Malcom-Cunningham Chevrolet, McDonalds, Shaw, Western SC 
Development Partnership and Zeus.

Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, a Fluor-led company with Newport News Nuclear and Honeywell, is responsible for the management and operations of 
the Department of Energy’s Savannah River Site, located near Aiken, South Carolina.


